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An intimate look  
at Bruce Cockburn, 
his life and his music
 

	 Pacing The Cage is a documentary that features Canadian  

singer/songwriter/activist Bruce Cockburn reflecting on his 

life and career. The documentary features appearances by 

songwriters Jackson Browne, Sylvia Tyson, Bono, Sarah 

Harmer, Colin Linden, best–selling authors Michael Ondaatje, 

William Young, Lt. Gen Romeo Dallaire and Bernie Finkelstein.

	 Pacing The Cage follows Bruce as he performs sold–out 

shows, records his live Slice O’ Life album, and participates in 

a series of benefit concerts, featuring never–before–seen live 

performances of songs from his distinguished catalogue of music.

	 The documentary sheds new light on Bruce’s spirituality 

and his thoughts on activism, politics, writing and his amazing 

40–plus years in the music industry. Closing in present day, 

we peek into rehearsals for the recent Luminato tribute 

as Bruce is interviewed at his home, reflecting on his life, 

career and where he sees himself going in the future.

	 Pacing The Cage gives viewers new insight into 

Bruce’s life on the road as a performer, master 

guitar player, activist and songwriter.

“The documentary is also about Cockburn as mystic, 

romantic troubadour, excellent guitar player, prophet 

and political activist. Michael Ondaatje praises his 

poetry; fellow songwriter Sylvia Tyson opines that  

he’s done all that while preserving his soul.”

N AT I O N A L P O S T

“Cockburn is considered one of the best guitarists  

on the planet, and you can see why. Intricate  

fingerings, complex, jazzy riffs, unique chord  

structures, all delivered while singing the powerful 

songs from his superb catalogue ... Canadian  

music fans won’t want to miss it.”
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